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MOON LANE
FESTIVALS OF FUN
AT A GLANCE ...

OVER 2600
CHILDREN
ATTENDED THE
FESTIVALS

74% OF
LEWISHAM'S
SCHOOL-AGE
POPULATION IS
B.A.M.E
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Over 70% of the Artists taking I/[
part were from groups under- '
represented in children's
publishing
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Less than 1% of main characters
in children's books published in
the UK in 2017 were B.A.M.E
CLPE report
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INTRODUCTION

The Moon Lane Group has been aware, since Tales on Moon Lane opened 15
years ago, that the UK children's publishing industry has a huge problem with
diversity. This lack of representation was confirmed by the Centre for Literacy in
Primary Education (CLPE) - in a report funded by the Arts Council England, The
rReflecting Realities Report, found that only four percent of all children’s books
published in the UK in 2017 featured either a Black, Asian or Minority ethnic
(BAME) character, Equally damming was the finding that only one percent of
children's books published in the UK in 2017 featured a BAME main character

against a 33% school age population..[1] [1] (Serroukh, 2018)
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These statistics clearly
demonstrate the lack of diversity in
children's literature in the UK and
the moral and statistical need for
greater diverse literary
representation. Moon Lane believes
that the lack of representation in
children's literature is limiting
aspiration, social integration and
social mobility. Driven by the
mission of raising equality in
children’s books, Moon Lane Books
has joined forces with local state
schools to promote reading for
pleasure, primarily with books that
reflect the brilliantly multicultural,
population of London.
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The 2019 Moon Lane festivals were
funded by: The Arts Council, Moon Lane
Group, Dulwich Picture Gallery and
Beckenham Place Mansion

The festivals took place across 2 weeks in
June 2019

Children were brought to the festivals by
their schools to ensure equal access

There were 37 events across the festivals

The Festivals were for the benefit of the
London Boroughs of Lewisham and
Southwark

The book festivals were carried out in
two locations; The Dulwich Picture
Gallery and The Beckenham Place
Mansion



KEY RESEARCH

https://clpe.org.uk/library-and-
resources/research/reflecting-realities-
survey-ethnic-representation-within-
uk-children

https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-
services/research-reports/impact-writer-visits-
children-and-young-peoples-literacy-
engagement/


https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/impact-writer-visits-children-and-young-peoples-literacy-engagement/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/impact-writer-visits-children-and-young-peoples-literacy-engagement/
https://clpe.org.uk/library-and-resources/research/reflecting-realities-survey-ethnic-representation-within-uk-children
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/globalassets/resources/represents/booktrust_diversityreport_execsummary_april2019.pdf




44%

of pupils in Lewisham
did not achieve A*- C

grades in English and
maths. This is worse
than any other London
borough.




PAXTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

Deputy Head Teacher

Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!

Our children were absolutely buzzing when they returned from the Southwark
Reading Festival author events!!! The children loved the events and our staff were
hugely impressed with how engaging and exciting the authors were!

Thank you so much also for the books (which are being enjoyed by children in
class) and the posters (which will be framed and put on the walls around

school). The staff are already asking about possible attendance next year!

Thank you so much for all you hard work, it has been really appreciated by Paxton
staff and children and has made a real difference to us!

Thanks, Katharine Wilmot

CAMELOT SCHOOL

Head Teacher

Amazing responses from all the teachers and children.
It means so much for the children of Camelot School to have this opportunity.
Thank you so much for everything. regards James

JUBILEE SCHOOL
Head Teacher

‘g Thank you for organising this - every class who attended has given great
m%-  feedback and said the children had a fantastic time. Thank you for all the
lovely books from the authors too!

Best wishes,
Lararces.

HOLLYDALE SCHOOL

Assistant Head Teacher

Thank you for invitin(}; us. Our children loved it and it was so wonderful for
them t0 see authors from diverse backgrounds, Farhana Sultana.

KENDER PRIMARY SCHOOL

Assistant Head Teacher

Amazing thank you. The children really enjoyed the sessions.
Beverley Brown

CHARLOTTE SHARMAN SCHOOL

Assistant Head Teacher

iThank you for inThank you all so much!! ,
\I;ligﬂlne Is amazing and we have children still talking about the
Warmest wishes, Alex









CELEBRATING DIVERSITY IN
CHILDREN'S BOOKS

MEET SOME OF THE ARTISTS
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sha LMohammoud  Austeja Bukauskyte
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